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Sustainability Defined

Future focused. Innovation driven.



Costs and Progress

• FY 2025 Electricity Cost = $10.9 million

• FY 2025 Natural Gas and Fuel Oil Cost = $3.9 million

• FY 2025 Water and Sewer Cost = $2.0 million

• Energy consumption has reduced 32% (per gsf) since 2003

• Water consumption has reduced 53% (per gsf) since 2003

• Landfill Diversion Rate = 32% (more than just dual-stream recycling rate)

• Pre-Consumer Food Waste Composting = ~40,000 pounds (alumna business)
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GHG Emissions Inventory
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Campus Operations

• Facilities invests more than $1 million per
year into energy efficiency projects

• Facilities installs low-flow fixtures in building
renovations to conserve water

• 11 dual-port Electric Vehicle Charging
Stations on campus and ECU Transit is
purchasing Compressed Natural Gas and
Electric Buses

• Coastal Studies Institute, Ross Hall Dental
School, HSC Student Center, Main Campus
Student Center, Life Sciences and
Biotechnology Building are all LEED Certified
green buildings

• Grounds Services is planting pollinator-
friendly native plants, using alternative fuel
equipment, and installing stormwater best
management practices

• ECU Dining has been trayless since 2007,
recycles used cooking oil, composts pre-
consumer food waste, and offers reusable
to-go containers
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Recycling Services

New Recycling & Waste Reduction Coordinator, New Recycling Truck Signage, Updated Logos for Recycling Services, 
Website Updates, Social Media Accounts, Green Labs Initiatives, Dining Recycling Expansions, and more!!!
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Updated Campus Recycling Signage

Future focused. Innovation driven.



Compost Expansions
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Green Event Guidelines
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Green Office Program
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Green Purchasing

Environmentally Preferable Purchasing (EPP) or Green Purchasing refers to the 
procurement of products and services that have a lesser or reduced effect on human 
health and the environment when compared with competing products or services that 
serve the same purpose.

Goals of Green Purchasing:

• Minimize pollution
• Conserve natural resources
• Reduce water and energy use
• Divert materials from the landfill
• Avoid environmental health hazards on our campus and within our community
• Improve the availability and use of environmentally preferable products
• The implementation and integration of green purchasing concepts constitutes a 

system-wide process reform that collectively contributes to an organization’s 
reduction in ecological footprint
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Fact or Fiction

• Myth – Green products always cost more money

• Truth – In many cases, going green will save money

• Myth – Green products are not as high of quality

• Truth – Today’s green options are not like past ones

• Myth – Individual changes cannot make a difference

• Truth – They add up if everyone on campus buys green
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Questions to Ask About Products

• Is it recyclable?

• How far will it be shipped?

• Can it be purchased in bulk?

• Does it save water or energy?

• Does it contain recycled content?

• What maintenance does it require?

• Is it durable and will it last a long time?

• Are raw materials extracted to make it?

• Are there alternatives with less packaging?
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Look For These Labels
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Executive Order No. 156

As a public institution in the UNC System, ECU is directed under Executive Order No. 156 
"State Government Environmental Sustainability, Reduction of Solid Waste, and 
Procurement of Environmentally Preferable Products" to:

(1) State agencies are directed to purchase and use recycled paper for all letterhead 
stationery, reports, memoranda, and other documents when feasible and 
practicable. All new and re-manufactured photocopy machines and laser printers 
purchased shall have the ability to use xerographic paper having at least 50% 
recycled content, 30% of which should be post-consumer content.

(2) State agencies shall attempt to meet the goal that, as of Fiscal Year 2000-01, 100% 
of the total dollar value of expenditures for paper and paper products be toward 
purchases of paper and paper products with recycled content. In addition, state 
agencies shall attempt, to the extent feasible and practicable, to purchase recycled 
paper and paper products with the highest percentage of post consumer content..
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Executive Order No. 156

3) In cooperation with the Division of Pollution Prevention and Environmental 
Assistance, the Division of Purchase and Contract shall make every effort to identify 
environmentally preferable goods and services and products made from recycled 
materials that meet appropriate standards for use by state agencies. When 
environmentally preferable and recycled-content products are offered that are 
comparable in quality, availability, and price to products not having recycled content 
or similar environmental attributes, term contracts shall carry only the 
environmentally preferable products.

4) To enable agencies to readily identify the availability of these products, term 
contracts shall be written in a format that prominently identifies environmentally 
preferable and recycled-content products, and these products shall be listed in 
conjunction with any comparable products not having recycled content or similar 
environmental attributes. The Division of Purchase and Contract shall prepare an 
electronic listing of all environmentally preferable and recycled-content products 
available on state contracts and make it available.
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Executive Order No. 156

5) State agencies that have delegated purchasing authority shall develop product 
specifications to encourage vendors to offer environmentally preferable and 
recycled-content products. Specifications shall be written to ensure that they do not 
contain restrictive language or other barriers to purchasing environmentally 
preferable or recycled-content products, unless such specifications are necessary to 
protect public health, safety, or welfare.

6) All electronic office equipment, including but not limited to, computers, monitors, 
printers, scanners, photocopy machines, facsimile machines, and other such 
equipment purchased by state agencies shall be Energy Star® compliant.

7) State agencies shall give priority consideration to the purchase of re-manufactured 
and used equipment, including, but not limited to, such equipment as photocopiers 
and other office equipment.

8) State agencies shall give priority consideration to the purchase of fleet vehicles that 
use less-polluting fuels and that have the highest available miles-per-gallon rating.
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Green Product Lists
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Green Product Lists
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HUB Vendors

According to the Guide to Materials 
Management & Purchasing, a vendor 
may be classified as a HUB (Historically 
Underutilized Business) vendor if their 
business is minority-owned, female-
owned, a disabled business enterprise, or 
a non-profit workshop for the blind or 
severely disabled. 

Departments are encouraged to solicit 
competition from small and historically 
underutilized businesses when making 
any purchase.
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Bulk Purchasing

On July 1, 2010, new purchasing procedures were 
implemented by the UNC System Office for PC 
desktop and laptop computers. These new 
procedures are a required mandate of all the UNC 
institutions. This new bulk IT purchasing program is 
called the Combined Pricing Initiative (CPI). 

The program was instituted to reduce expenses by
taking advantage of the combined purchasing 
power of the 16 campuses and to meet new 
requirements of the North Carolina legislation.

All computers and laptops are EPEAT Certified, 
which stands for Electronic Product 
Environmental Assessment Tool.
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Toner Cartridge Recycling

Central Stores collects empty toner 
cartridges used throughout the 
University. Once a new cartridge is 
placed in your printer, please place the 
old cartridge in the same box and call 
328-9941 for pick up. 

These empty cartridges are then 
returned to a supplier so they can be 
legally and properly remanufactured or 
recycled.
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State Surplus Property

ECU Departments should always schedule an appointment to view the inventory of 
furniture, office supplies, electronics, and more in our ECU Surplus Warehouse prior to 
purchasing new products with virgin materials.

However, an ECU department may want to obtain surplus property from another State 
agency to use on campus. The State Surplus Property Office has procedures in place to 
accommodate the transfer of state-owned property. 

Some transfers are offered at no cost, while other transfers may have cost applied. To 
view items available from State Surplus in Raleigh, visit: NC DOA State Surplus Property 
Agency - Government Auctions & Retail Surplus Sales.

Departments interested in purchasing State 
surplus items should contact Fixed Assets at 
328-9931 for guidance and assistance.
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https://www.doa.nc.gov/divisions/state-surplus-property
https://www.doa.nc.gov/divisions/state-surplus-property
https://www.doa.nc.gov/divisions/state-surplus-property
https://www.doa.nc.gov/divisions/state-surplus-property


Electronic Records

• Scanned records and backup documentation are in Xtender and easily 
accessible through Banner

• These are the University’s and Departments’ official electronic records and 
do not need to be printed for physical storage

• These electronic records will be available for as long as is required by the 
Retention Policy

• Automated Journal Entries backup includes scanned Invoices, Approvals, 
Receipts, Budget Screenshot

• Chrome River will store the photos of receipts and uploaded travel 
documents and ProCard purchases

• The ProCard is the University’s preferred method of purchasing 
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Volunteer Opportunities

Litter Cleanups

Meet in the ECU Willis 
Building Parking Lot at 
4pm on these days:

• Monday, September 15
• Tuesday, October 9
• Friday, November 14

Trail Maintenance

Meet at the MCSC Bus Loop at 
2pm on these days:

• Friday, September 19
• Wednesday, October 8
• Thursday, November 13

Garden Workdays

Check GivePulse or Facebook 
for “Greenville Wildlife 
Garden” volunteer workday 
dates and times.

The Pros and Cons of GivePulse, VolunteerMatch, and Benevity - Asha Hope  Amanaki
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Bike Repair Clinics
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Film & Discussion Series

Future focused. Innovation driven.



Early Spring Events

This national waste reduction competition starts in February and runs through 
March each Spring semester.  ECU competes against colleges and universities 

across the country in categories like Cans and Bottles, Cardboard, and the 
Gameday Recycling Challenge during an ECU home basketball game.
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Earth Month in April
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Campus Designations
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Recruitment Value
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Health Benefits of Sustainability

• Active transportation

• Natural cleaning supplies and

 personal care products

• Fresh, less processed food

• Plant-forward diet

• Unplugging from electronics

• Natural lighting

• Indoor plants
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Walking Meeting Idea
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Connect With Us!

QR code linking to Sustain ECU Facebook page. QR code linking to Sustain GivePulse page. QR code linking to Sustain ECU Instagram page.

QR code linking to Newsletter sign up page.
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https://goo.gl/YgDm3l
https://ecu.givepulse.com/group/events/292833
https://goo.gl/9vts0b
https://tinyurl.com/yk3znnfh


Thank you!

Happy to answer any questions…
carweinc15@ecu.edu
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